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City Gates Church invites you to visit our community 
grocery store opening in early 2023!

Community 
Grocery Opening!

We are partnering with the Message Trust to open a Community Grocery 
store in the heart of Ilford. Community Groceries are all about bridging 

the gap between supermarkets and foodbanks. Using surplus food fresh 
from local supermarkets, our groceries make the cost of the weekly shop 
more affordable. Members can come and shop for just £4 – saving up to 

£20 per shop – getting all the food they need for their family.

For more about City Gates Church visit: Citygates.london
For more information about the Message Trust visit: Message.org.uk

+

‘AS SOON AS I FOUND 

THE COMMUNITY 

GROCERY IT WAS LIKE 

A WEIGHT LIFTED OFF 

MY SHOULDERS.’

‘JOINING THE GROCERY 

HAS BEEN A COMPLETE 

LIFE CHANGER. OUR FRUIT 

BOWL IS ALWAYS FULL, 

AND MY KIDS EAT A LOT 

OF FRUIT NOW – AS MUCH 

AS THEY WANT – AND WE 

NO LONGER HAVE TO CUT 

BACK ON FRESH THINGS 

BECAUSE OF THE COST! 

ALL THE STAFF GENUINELY 

CARE, ASK HOW YOU ARE 

AND REALLY MEAN IT.’

KEEPING FAMILIES FED BY BRIDGING THE GAP 
BETWEEN FOOD BANKS AND SUPERMARKETS

‘IT’S AMAZING HERE, I CAN GET SO MUCH FRESH 

FOOD FOR THE KIDS. I HAVE SOCIAL ANXIETY, 

BUT THIS PLACE MEANS HOPE TO ME.’

‘SINCE BECOMING A GROCERY 

MEMBER, I CAN SHOP ON MY 

BUDGET, HELPING ME FEED MY 

FAMILY. I FEEL TOTALLY ACCEPTED 

FOR WHO I AM AS THERE’S NO 

JUDGEMENT – JUST PURE LOVE 

AND KINDNESS. IT’S SUCH A 

FRIENDLY PLACE AND I REALLY 

LOOK FORWARD TO MY VISITS!’

‘AS SOON AS I FOUND 

THE COMMUNITY 

GROCERY IT WAS LIKE 

A WEIGHT LIFTED OFF 

MY SHOULDERS.’

‘JOINING THE GROCERY 

HAS BEEN A COMPLETE 

LIFE CHANGER. OUR FRUIT 

BOWL IS ALWAYS FULL, 

AND MY KIDS EAT A LOT 

OF FRUIT NOW – AS MUCH 

AS THEY WANT – AND WE 

NO LONGER HAVE TO CUT 

BACK ON FRESH THINGS 

BECAUSE OF THE COST! 

ALL THE STAFF GENUINELY 

CARE, ASK HOW YOU ARE 

AND REALLY MEAN IT.’
Elim Charity 521549



City Gates Church is located at 25-29 Clements Road 
in Ilford. We are across the street from CitiPark and 
not too far from Cineworld. Our building is one of the 
newest buildings in Ilford and many people don’t 
even realise that we are a Church. Due to the modern 
look of the building, people are usually surprised 
when then realise what we are. One of the most 
common comments we hear from guests and visitors 
is “I didn’t know that this was a Church!”

The senior Pastor, Steven Derbyshire as well as the 
entire Church have a heart for the community and 
have launched countless initiatives to support, 
engage and educate local residents.

Most people are introduced to City Gates in one of 
two ways. When you enter the building, you will see 
our spacious coffee shop. Grounded Coffee Shop is a 
favourite for businesspeople looking for somewhere 
to get a freshly ground coffee and do work. Many 
entrepreneurs use grounded as their mobile office. 
The layout of the area is ideal for small meetings as 
well as one-to-one interviews. It’s never too loud and 
there is always somewhere to sit.

Our conference centre is the other way that people 
become familiar with our location. Our 960 seat 
auditorium hosts conferences, plays, graduations 
and national meetings. Trainers from across 
London use our meeting rooms regularly. City Gates 
Conference Centre was named Ilford Business of The 
Year at the 2022 Ilford Business Awards. 

City Gates Church is dedicated to supporting the local 
community in practical ways. During the lockdown 
our team served hot meals and provided groceries to 
those in need. Each year we supply coats to school 
children via our “Coats for Kids” programme. As a 
Christians Against Poverty location, we can offer debt 
counselling to individuals who are having difficulty 
with their finances.

Each Tuesday the building is filled with happy children 
and thankful parents at our “Parents and Toddlers” 
session. It’s great hosting parents from different 
backgrounds and cultures. 

Our calendar is always packed with a range of events 
and activities that are open to the public. You are 
invited to stop by and have a coffee or visit our 
website to find out what is going on at City Gates 
Church. For a full list of events and activities visit 
CityGates.London or CityGatesBooking.com

Stephen Derbyshire
Senior Pastor at 
City Gates Church 

City Gates Church 
25-29 Clements Road
Ilford, IG1 1BH

www.citygates.london
020 8514 0188

Elim Charity 251549



Three things to consider before 
applying for a mortgage:

• Affordability: Consider your income and expenses 
to determine how much you can afford to repay each 
month. This will help you choose a mortgage that is 
within your budget. 

• Deposit: The amount of deposit you have will determine 
the mortgage options available to you. Lenders typically 
require a minimum deposit of 5% of the property value. 

• Credit score: Your credit score is a critical factor in 
getting approved for a mortgage and affects the interest 
rate you will be offered. Review your credit report and take 
steps to improve your score if necessary. 

What is a mortgage and how does it work?

A mortgage is a loan that is used to purchase a property, 
usually a house or a piece of real estate. The property 
serves as collateral for the loan, which means that if 
the borrower defaults on the mortgage, the lender can 
foreclose on the property and sell it to recoup the loan 
amount.

Here’s how a mortgage works:

• Application: The borrower applies for a mortgage by 
providing financial information, such as income and 
credit score, to a lender. 

• Approval: The lender will review the borrower’s financial 
information and determine whether they are eligible for a 
mortgage. If approved, the lender will offer a loan amount 
and an interest rate. 

• Down payment: The borrower will typically need to 
make a down payment, which is a percentage of the 
property value, to secure the mortgage. 

• Repayment: The borrower will make monthly payments 
to the lender, which will include both principal and 
interest. The principal is the amount of the loan, while 
the interest is the cost of borrowing the money. 

• Interest rate: The interest rate is the rate at which the 
borrower pays interest on the mortgage loan. The rate can 
be fixed, meaning it remains the same throughout the 
repayment term, or adjustable, meaning it can change 
over time. 

A mortgage is a long-term financial commitment, so 
it’s important to consider factors such as affordability, 
interest rate, and repayment term before applying for one.

Most fixed rate 
mortgage deals 
coming to an end in 
the next 12 months 
were set at interest 
rates below 2%

Mortgages, explained.



Managing your finances properly is critical to achieving 
financial stability and independence. Here are a few 
reasons why it’s important:

• Helps you stay within your budget: By tracking your 
income and expenses, you’ll be able to determine how 
much you can afford to spend each month and avoid 
overspending. This will help you avoid falling into debt 
and prevent financial stress. 

• Enables you to save for the future: Proper financial 
management allows you to set aside money for 
emergency funds, retirement, and other long-term 
financial goals. This will ensure that you’re prepared for 
unexpected events and can enjoy a comfortable future. 

• Improves your credit score: By paying bills on time, 
avoiding overspending and keeping your debt levels 
low, you can improve your credit score. This can open 
up opportunities for better interest rates on loans and 
credit cards, which can save you a significant amount 
of money over time. 

• Increases your peace of mind: When your finances are 
in order, you’ll feel more secure and less worried about 
money. This can reduce stress and improve your overall 
quality of life.
 
Managing your finances properly is an essential step 
towards achieving financial security and stability. It’s 
never too early or too late to start, so why not begin today?

Managing 
your 
Finances.

FACT: Three in ten Brits are currently 
living paycheck to paycheck – as 
the cost-of-living crisis sees them 
left with £250 less in their monthly 
disposable income. A poll of 2,000 
adults revealed a struggle to put 
money aside into personal savings 
pots during 2022, with savings down 
21% over the last 12 months.



Access Financial Services LTD is regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority. Whether 
you want to buy your First Home or put a Plan 
in place for your well earned retirement, we 
pride ourselves on providing the expert advice 
that makes things happen. We understand 
that the language of the financial world isn’t 
for everyone so we make sure to break things 
down into plain English every step of the way. 
Armed with the right information at every turn 
you’ll be able to make the decisions that secure 
your future. Our Mission is to create tailored 
solutions that add value to every area of your 
life. By making your Money work for you we 
ensure that every time you work with us you 
leave with something that gives you peace of 
mind and a brighter future.

In response to the need for help with managing 
household finances we have scheduled several 
finance related workshops. Each month will 
focus on a different topic. The local counsel, 
accountants and finance professionals will be 
available to provide information and guidance. 
For more information or to sign-up for our 
workshops please visit: 
www.citygates.london/events

Each event is from 6pm - 9pm. Food is provided. 
Dates are:

• April 11
• May 16
• June 13
• July 11
• Oct 10
• Nov 14

93% of IFAN food banks 
surveyed in May 2022 
reported an increase or 
significant increase in 
the need for their services 
since the start of 2022.

Contact & 
Future 
Events

8 St James’ Square
London SW1Y 4JU

Olamide Ajayi
Regional Manager
07833 802961



What is a Will?

A will is like a list of instructions you leave behind for 
your family after you die. It tells them who you want to 
take care of your things and who you want to get what. It’s 
like a map to help them know what to do with your stuff.

Why should I consider writing a Will?

There are several good reasons to consider writing a will:

• It helps ensure that your property and assets go to the 
people you choose, rather than being decided by the 
state. 

• It makes the process of distributing your assets after 
your death simpler and quicker for your loved ones. 

• It allows you to choose a guardian for any minor 
children, so you can ensure they will be taken care of by 
someone you trust. 

• If you have specific wishes for how you want your 
funeral to be handled, a will can be a way to make those 
wishes known. 

• A will can also help minimize the amount of taxes and 
other expenses that might be due after your death. 

• Remember, a will is a legal document, so it’s important 
to make sure that you get the correct advice from a 
qualified individual or company

Three in five (59%) UK 
adults have not written 
a will, new research 
from Canada Life today 
reveals. This equates to 
31 million people, whose 
property, financial and 
other assets could be left 
to someone they have not 
chosen when they die.

What is a Trust?

A trust is like a special account you set up while you’re 
still alive. You can put your money, property, and other 
valuable things into the account, and you get to decide 
who gets to use it and when they get to use it. You can 
also use it to take care of someone you love, like a family 
member or a pet, even after you’re gone. A trust can help 
your family avoid having to go to court to figure out what 
to do with your stuff.

More information about Trusts

Setting up a trust can provide various benefits, such as:

• Estate planning: A trust can help you manage and 
distribute your assets according to your wishes after 
your death. 

• Asset protection: Trusts can provide protection for your 
assets from creditors, lawsuits, and estate taxes. 

• Avoiding probate: Assets held in a trust do not have 
to go through the probate process, which can be time-
consuming and expensive. 

• Special needs planning: A trust can be set up to provide 
for someone with special needs while preserving their 
eligibility for government benefits. 

It’s important to note that trust laws vary by jurisdiction 
and the specific reasons for setting up a trust may vary 
for each individual. It’s recommended to seek advice 
from a qualified attorney or financial advisor.

Wills & Trusts



Make the best of your break time by 
visiting our coffee shop located on the 
ground floor.

We have a variety of sandwiches, 
drinks, desserts and other lunch items 
available so don’t hesitate to enquire 
about how we can support your event.

FAIRTRADE & ETHICAL are two of 
Kingdom Coffee’s guiding principles. 
With this in mind we have established 
wonderful working relationships with 
three Christian charities, Toybox, 
Tearfund and Latin Link to whom 
we make contributions that in turn 
helps to fund their projects. Welfare, 
education and social projects are all 
beneficiaries of the money you kindly 
contribute through your purchase of 
our coffee and our three charitable 
partners ensure that every penny is 
used to improve the lives of others.

Grounded 
Coffee Shop

Ask about our 10% discount on 
bookings of 25 people or more. 



Resources & Websites 
To Help With Finances
Take control of your financial future today! Proactivity is key when it comes to managing your finances. Don’t wait for 
tomorrow, start making small changes today that will lead to a brighter financial future. Make a budget, start saving, 
and invest wisely. Remember, your financial health is just as important as your physical health.

We have done our best to provide a list of websites where you can get impartial information about various topics. 

costofliving.redbridge.gov.uk/household-support-fund
With rises in energy, petrol and food prices, thousands of households across our borough have been feeling the 
squeeze. Redbridge Council is working with its partners across the public and voluntary sectors to support you; 
especially vulnerable people and those hit hardest.

helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk
See what support is available to help with the cost of living and find out how to save money with our energy saving tips.

ownyourhome.gov.uk
The scheme follows on from the successful 2013 Help to Buy: Mortgage Guarantee Scheme, which helped to restore 
the low deposit mortgage market after the financial crisis, giving those who could afford mortgage repayments but 
not the larger deposits the chance to buy a new or bigger home.

capuk.org
If you’re looking for help, whether that’s help to get out of debt, find a job or gain vital life skills, Christians Against 
Poverty provides a range of free professional services across the UK through local churches. 

gov.uk/browse/benefits
Learn more about government benefits that you might qualify for

moneysavingexpert.com
Martin Lewis’s free site saves you money. Beat the system on credit cards, shopping, special offers, mortgages, 
council tax, interest rate payments and more.

gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
Tax free childcare

gov.uk/apply-30-hours-free-tax-free-childcare
30-hours of free child care

gov.uk/trusts-taxes
A trust is a way of managing assets (money, investments, land or buildings) for people. There are different types of 
trusts and they are taxed differently.

ageuk.org.uk
A will is the only way to make sure your money, property, possessions and investments (known as your estate) go to 
the people and causes you care about.

nationaldebtline.org/
National debt line advisers are experts in debt advice and their service is always free. They give you all the help and 
support you need to deal with your debts yourself.



TUESDAYS 
1.30PM - 3PM

PARENTS & 
TODDLERS

(SCHOOL TERM-TIME ONLY)

020 8514 0188

25-29 CLEMENTS ROAD
ILFORD, IG1 1BH (3rd floor)

ADMISSION: 
£2 PER FAMILY 

AGES:
0-4 YRS 

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Elim Charity 251549

If you’re looking for a career path with variety, flexibility where 
no two days are the same, then getting qualified as a mortgage 
adviser is worth considering.

The role of mortgage adviser is suitable as a second or career 
change option, as well as for younger, first-career entrants.

As a mortgage adviser, you’ll use your in-depth knowledge of 
the market to find your clients mortgage products suitable for 
their needs.

You’ll advise them on the pros and cons of each product and 
also help them determine how much they should borrow.

If you’re a ‘whole of market’ mortgage adviser, you may also be 
known as an independent mortgage adviser or broker. To fit 
this classification, regulations require that you offer advice on 
products from the whole of the market (though this will not 
include products available direct from lender) and offer your 
customers choice in how they pay for your services.

Types of mortgage adviser

You’ll usually specialise in one of the following ways:

• Tied to a single lender - usually working in a bank or building 
society
• Looking at deals from a limited list of lenders
• Whole of market adviser

Responsibilities

As a mortgage adviser, you’ll need to:

• Meet with your clients in person, or over the phone
Explain what type of mortgage adviser you are and how you’re 
paid.

• Find out about your client’s financial situation, including what 
their monthly expenditure is, this is known as KYC or know your 
customer.

• Explain the different types of mortgages and offer products for 
your client to choose from
Assess which type of mortgage is most suitable for each client

• Make sure your customers can afford what they’re borrowing, 
not only now but in the future, in the event that interest rates 
go up or their circumstances change

• Explain about repayments and mortgage protection

• Advise on and sell related financial products, such as 
buildings or life insurance

• Meet sales targets

• Offer general advice on the home-buying process
Meet sales targets

• Help clients complete the mortgage application

• Deal with mortgage lenders, estate agents, and valuers

• Keep up to date with new mortgage products and changes in 
mortgage regulation

• Respect your client’s right to confidentiality

• Follow strict industry rules and guidelines and ensure you give 
impartial and appropriate financial advice

• Understand the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) regulatory 
requirements and ensure you meet these

• Fully cooperate with any enquiry or investigation from the 
financial ombudsman should things go wrong, and a client uses 
their right to protection.

Career Prospects

It’s possible to take further qualifications to become an 
independent financial adviser (IFA), advising on a wider range of 
financial products. You could consider setting up your own firm 
of mortgage brokers, where you’d have overall responsibility for a 
team of independent advisers and would manage the associated 
business administration, promotion and marketing activities 
involved in running the firm.

Other prospects include becoming a financial controller, or a 
wealth manager - advising on investments for clients with a 
portfolio of a certain value or above.

Salary

Mortgage adviser basic starting salaries are usually around 
£27,000 to £32,000. Commission may be paid on top of this.

With a few years’ experience you can expect to earn in the region 
of £45,000 to £60,000, including commission.
Highly experienced advisers can earn up to £70,000+, including 
commission.

Becoming a mortgage adviser is straight forward. With 
experience, in an employed role, you could progress to managing 
a team of mortgage advisers in a senior/management-level role. 
People will always need to buy and sell homes and purchasing a 
home is one of the most important events in the average person’s 
life, you can be a part of that experience.

Work is available in every area throughout the UK, though with 
potential for greater numbers of clients in towns and cities. If you 
would like to find out more about career opportunities or training, 
contact Astor Business Centers on 0203 633 6682

Become a 
Mortgage Adviser!
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PARENTS & 
TODDLERS

(SCHOOL TERM-TIME ONLY)

020 8514 0188

25-29 CLEMENTS ROAD
ILFORD, IG1 1BH (3rd floor)

ADMISSION: 
£2 PER FAMILY 

AGES:
0-4 YRS 

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Elim Charity 251549



Christians Against Poverty (CAP) provides free 
debt help and local community groups across 
the UK. Our free services, run with local churches, 
provide practical and emotional support and 
show people that there is always hope.

0800 328 0006

Struggling 
with debt?


